
Melrose to Wilmington  

Cycle & Walking Track 

History of the Rail Trail 
Melrose, at the base of Mount Remarkable, lays claim to 
being the oldest town in the Flinders Ranges, tracing its 
origins back to 1853. 

The line was built after South Australia was rapidly  estab-
lishing itself as Australia’s pre-eminent colony in terms of 
wheat production. Farmers in the country were struggling 
to transport their goods, recorded as far back as 1860. 

The railway line started in Gladstone, opened 2nd June 
1884, and continued through rural towns including Laura, 
Stone Hut, Wirrabara, Yandiah, Booleroo Centre,           
Perroomba, Melrose, Terka and Wilmington.  

From Melrose, the line turned slightly from west towards 
north, crossed the Main North Road then the Willochra 
Creek heading towards Wilmington. 

Wilmington was originally called Beautiful Valley but the 
name was changed in 1876. 

Wilmington’s line was completed and officially opened on 
20th July 1915.  

The last train recorded in Wilmington was 28th July 1988 
carrying the season’s grain from the Wilmington Silo. 

Source : Evans, John. Proceed to Wilmington (2010) 
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